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The Minersville Community Pool, 
located at the Fourth Street Recreation 
Complex, will open on a daily basis 
from noon to 7 p.m. beginning Sat., 
June 8 following the close of the 
school year.

If the weather cooperates 
and maintenance needs have 
been completed, the pool may 
be open for Memorial Day weekend 
(May 25-26-27) and the weekend of 
June 1-2, each day beginning at noon. 
Check the borough website or call the Borough Office 
near the end of the month for final details.

Season pool passes now available
Season pass costs for Minersville Borough resi-

dents is $55 for a Student, $65 for an Adult, $45 for 
a Senior Citizen, and $100 for a Family up to five plus 
$20 for each additional.
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Milan (Millie) Barber was born in Steelton, 
Pennsylvania in 1920 … the son of Serbian immi-
grants who came through Ellis Island in 1910. He was 
one of seven children and worked as a laborer in a 
steel mill following his high school graduation.

He enlisted in the U.S. Navy the day after the 
Pearl Harbor invasion and was assigned to the naval 
destroyer U.S.S. Henry A. Wiley. He was a machinist’s 
mate working in the engine room below water level.

The Henry Wiley earned the nickname “Hammering 
Hank” for its contributions to the South Pacific cam-
paign. It was part of the largest amphibious operation 
of the Pacific War, sweeping mines to clear the chan-
nels for the attack on Okinawa.

The destroyer also served a critical support role in 
the Battle of Iwo Jima. “Hammering Hank” pounded 
the famous stronghold, Mount Suribachi, with 3600 
rounds before the U.S. Marine capture and planting 
of the flag at the top of Mount Suribachi. After the 
war, Milan spent some time as an instructor of engine 
room mechanics at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

It was during his time serving in the U.S. Navy 
that he met Madeline Parulis, born and raised in 
Minersville, at a USO dance. She had been visiting with 
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her sister in Harrisburg 
when fate united them.

They married and 
chose Minersville as their 
permanent residence to 
raise their family. After 
working various jobs in 
the manufacturing sec-
tor, Milan was offered a 
job as a security guard 
in a local production 
facility. That led to an 
offer to become a part-
time police officer in 
Minersville. Eventually, 
an offer of a full-time 
position came along and 
Milan enthusiastically 
accepted.

Millie loved being a police officer and he loved 
Minersville. He, as well as the other police officers, 
were known by most of the town as they would walk 
the beat and engage the public on a daily basis.

The fatal night in 1970
While working the night shift on June 19 of 1970, 

Officer Barber and his partner, Officer William Charles, 
were observing from the lot (now the Dollar General) 
a perpetrator trying to steal a car at the Rothermel 
Dairy (now the site of Fuel-On Mini Market).

As they attempted to apprehend the suspect, a 
struggle ensued. While Officer Charles returned to 
the car to retrieve additional necessary equipment, 
Officer Barber was overpowered by the younger 
suspect and suffered a heart attack. Returning to 
the scene, Charles immediately rushed Barber to the 
hospital.

Only Minersville Police Officer to Die in Line of Duty

Milan Barber to be Enshrined in Police Hall of Fame

Everyone in the Pool!
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2019 OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Minersville Borough offices will be closed on 

the following upcoming days in 2019 in obser-
vance of the stated holidays – Memorial Day, May 
27; Independence Day, July 4; Labor Day, Sept. 2; 
Veterans Day, Nov. 11; Thanksgiving and day after, 
Nov. 28 and 29; Christmas, Dec. 24 (half day, close at 
11 a.m.) and 25; New Year’s, Dec. 31 (half day, close 
at 11 a.m.), Jan. 1, 2020.

2019 BOROUGH OFFICIALS
2 East Sunbury Street

Minersville, PA 17954 • Ph: 570-544-2149
Hours: Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

www.minersvilleonline.com

OFFICIALS
Mayor ........................................................ Kerry Kerschner
Chief of Police .......................................... Michael Combs
President of Council ....................................Jamie Kuehn
Borough Manager ................................ Bobby Mahalchick
Secretary ......................................................... Gloria Capik
Treasurer .......................................................... Megan Paul
Tax Receiver ....................................... Juliann Kowalchick
Solicitor ...........................................................Albert Evans
Borough Engineer .................... Entech Engineering, Inc.
Fire Chief ................................................... Eric Eichenberg
Code Enforcement ......................................... Kyle Crouse
Health Officer ................................................. Kyle Crouse
Emergency Mgmt. Coord. ....................... Eric Eichenberg

COUNCIL
Jennifer Beach • Stephen Darosh • Jamie S. Kuehn

M. Ian Mahal • Katielynn Milbrandt
Robert Umbenhen • Paul Vuksta

POLICE DEPARTMENT
Michael Combs, Chief • Kai Apel • Craig Barket
Jeffrey Bowers • Harry Brown • Richard Clink

Gerard Daley, Jr. • Kyle Crouse • Esmerlyn Francisco
William Kattner • Patrick McDonald • Ryan Murphy

Jeremy Sborz • Scott Schaeffer • Cody Searfoss
Eric Sterner • Raymond Tonkinson III • Timothy Walsh

Zachary Williams • Leigh Ann Cielinski, Secretary

STREET DEPARTMENT
Edwin Houser, Street Supervisor • Martin Brophy

Matthew Leiby • Dave Motuk

SEWER DEPARTMENT
Raymond Sukeena, Supervisor

Joseph Carvajal

WATER DEPARTMENT
Melanie Spittler, Manager / Plant Operator

Raymond Bosack • John Graeff, Jr.
Michael Mennig, Jr. • Donald Troutman, Jr.

BOROUGH OFFICE
Megan Paul, Office Manager

Leigh Ann Cielinski • Jennifer Hossler

Minersville Borough Council meets the First and 
Second Tuesday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. 
in the Council Chambers, Water Authority Building 
on North Delaware Avenue. Both meetings are 
open to the public. A Work Session for discussions 
and setting of an agenda takes place on the First 
Tuesday. The Business Meeting is then held on the 
Second Tuesday.

Milan (Millie) Barber
– Continued from Page 1

Although the suspect initially escaped, he was 
later apprehended and charged with larceny, resist-
ing arrest and manslaughter. 
He accepted a plea deal to drop 
the manslaughter charge and 
was sentenced to two years in 
prison. He escaped from the 
county prison after serving 
only a few months, but was 
recaptured.

Officer Barber’s viewing 
from the Mahal Funeral Home 
happened to be on Father’s Day. 
Mourners lined up for blocks 
to pay their final respects. 
Not everyone was able to get 
through the line that day. A 
second night of viewing was 
considered, but it was decided the strain on the fam-
ily would be too much. The funeral the following day 
had a full State Police honor guard and was attended 
by police department personnel from near and far.

Recent honors in memoriam
In 2017, Officer Barber received a Congressional 

Commendation with his story entered into 
the Congressional Record on March 9, 2017 by 
Congressman Matt Cartwright. That same year he was 
listed on the Officer Down Memorial page funded by 

the U.S. Department of Justice.
Additionally in 2017, his name 

was engraved upon the National 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
and then read at the candlelight 
vigil attended by 30,000 support-
ers, including dignitaries such as 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
and White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly.

Officer Barber’s family was 
also invited to the National Peace 
Officer Memorial Day event on the 

South Lawn of the Capitol to hear President Donald 
Trump speak that same week.

In 2018 Officer Barber had his story and profile 
appear at the newly opened National Law Enforcement 
Museum’s Hall of Remembrance in Washington, D.C. 
There, one can see his photo and read the events that 
transpired on the day of his death through an interac-
tive kiosk.

In May 2019, during National Police Week, Milan 
Barber will be enshrined into the American Police Hall 
of Fame in Titusville, Florida. His name and police 
department will be engraved upon the Memorial Wall 
within the museum.

In the long history of the Borough of Minersville, 
Officer Milan Barber was the only policeman to die in 
the line of duty. In addition to his wife, he left behind 
daughters Sandy, Gail, and Lynn and a son, Tom, rang-
ing in ages from 23 to 11.
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960 E. Main Street  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  Fax: 570-385-0725

E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

We Can Design It • Print It • Mail It

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

DIRECT MAIL to EVERY
Household and Business!
You choose the area. No addresses or labels.
needed. Pay only 18.7 cents each in postage.

E.D.D.M.
EVERY DOOR DIRECT MAIL

GET YOUR BUSINESS
NAME OUT THERE!

Make a Splash at the Minersville Pool
– Continued from Page 1

Non-resident season passes will be: $70 for a 
Student, $85 for an Adult, $65 for a Senior Citizen, 
and $130 for a Family up to five plus $30 for each 
additional.

A “Family” consists of parents or a couple and up 
to three children, all permanent residents of the same 
household and same immediate family … or one adult 
and up to four children. A separate pass is required 
for any adult, 18 or older, residing in the household 
(adult children, grandparents, aunts, uncles).

Daily admission prices this year remain: $2 for a 
Pre-School child and Senior Citizens, $3 for Student 
(age four through 17), $5 for Adult (age 18 and over); 
Evening admission from 5 to 7 p.m. will be 50% off 
the daily rate.

Pre-School is a child, age three or younger. Senior 
Citizens must be age 55 or older.

Children under age 10 must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult 18 years of age or older. Without 
a responsible adult, children under 10 will be denied 
admission to the pool. There is no non-swimmer dis-
count; all patrons entering the pool are required to 
pay the appropriate fee.

Applications can be made at the Borough Office, 2 
E. Sunbury St., or by downloading on-line at:

www.minersvilleonline.com
and mailing to the borough office. During the swim 
season, passes can also be purchased at the pool. All 

applications will be verified before passes are issued. 
Fraudulent information, as well as violation of pool 
rules/policies, will void passes.

Pool pavilion available to rent
The swimming pool pavilion is an ideal place to 

hold your summer birthday party. Two party-size 
rental options are available, each with a damage/
cleaning fee of $50 in addition to the rental cost. Full 
payment is required two weeks in advance.

Option 1 is for a group of up to 20 guests with 
a maximum of 15 children for a set cost of $150. 
Additional guests in excess of 20 cost $10 each.

Option 2 covers 35 to 50 guests with a maximum 
of 40 children for $300. Attendees in excess of 50 will 
cost $10 additional.

Two time slots per day are available … 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. and 5 to 8 p.m. Pool admission for all guests 
is included along with food and drink menu options.

Contact the Borough Office at 570-544-2149 to 
reserve your date and time. Additional information 
can be found on www.minersvilleonline.com.

Closing policy
The pool may close or be closed early in the 

case of inclement weather or low attendance. The 
Minersville Community Swimming Pool will require 
immediate closure of the pool in the event that light-
ning or thunder is present in or around the area and 
the pool will remain closed until 30 minutes past the 
last visible lightning strike or episode of thunder.

The pool will be closed if air temperature is 60 
degrees or below.

Buying or Selling A Home?
Call Your Hometown Realtor

Joseph J. Post, GRI
Broker/Appraiser

Office: 570-429-2116
Home: 570-544-2914

E-mail: JoPost@comcast.net

HOLDEN REALTY, INC.

TAXES TOO HIGH?
CALL ME ABOUT DOING A TAX APPEAL!
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A trusted name in 
funeral service with age-old roots

TRUST US, IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

Just a few reasons why we are proud 
to be Schuylkill Counties most 
frequently selected funeral home 
and crematory.

•  Two Comfortable, Beautiful 
Funeral Homes to serve your needs 

• Secure, Private, On-site Crematory

• Certified Celebrants On Staff

• Veterans Experts

•  Grief Support and Aftercare 
Services

1. We personally perform the cremation ensuring your loved one never leaves our care.

2. We are a private crematory, doing our own cremations.

3. Crematory available for inspection anytime.

4. Embalming not required.

5. We explain your options and respect your wishes.

6. Peace of mind for you and your family.

7. Our staff has over 80 years of experience in the death  
care industry. Our wisdom leads to a better experience  
for the families we serve.

8. Heritage: We are proud to have served Schuylkill County families in their time of need for over 
100 years.

A Few Reasons to Choose Ebling for Cremation 

Geschwindt-Stabingas and Ebling Stabingas Funeral Homes owns and 
operates the area’s only private, on-site crematory.  You can rest assured 
that your loved one will never leave our care, never change hands and 

the cremation process will never be outsourced.

91502-1409-1

On-site & private cremation, not outsourced...the difference is peace of mind for your entire family.

570-385-3381

25 East Main St  |  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Gary H. Geschwindt, Supervisor

570-385-3050

26 Chestnut St  |  Cressona, PA 17929
C. Elmer Ebling, Supervisor



– 6 –Miners’ Journal MAY 2019

Michael R. Kudryk, DMD
42 E. Sunbury Street
Minersville PA 17954

From New York City to Minersville, PA

Schuylkill Dental Medicine
Welcomes

Michael R. Kudryk

             Schuylkill Dental Medicine

Ph: 570.544.4785  •  www.schuylkilldental.com

Advanced Dental Care for Adults & Children

Dr. Kudryk brings 22 years 
of experience to the area. His 
care, skill, judgement and trust 
are reasons to come see him.

Call to schedule an 
appointment or
stop by just to

say “Hello”!

ALWAYS

ACCEPTING

NEW
PATIENTS!

DONALD J. BUTLER
FUNERAL HOME

328 Sunbury Street
Minersville, PA 17954-1240

Always Available for Pre-Planning
or at Your Immediate Time In Need

Comprehensive Funeral Arrangements
with Compassion, Dignity and Respect

Veteran Owned and Operated
www.DonaldJButlerFH.com

570-544-6775

From the Desk of the Borough Manager
4th Street Playground; Sunbury Street, Blight Fight & Street Paving

Improvement Projects Galore Raise Quality of Life
Spring has Sprung! I feel confident to join each 

and every Minersville resident to say I’m looking 
forward to enjoying the warmer weather and out-
door activities with family and 
friends.

I’m excited to report TWO 
of our grant-related projects are 
set to begin mid-to-late May. 
Additional projects will start 
later.

• 4th Street Playground Update 
and Renovation – Low bid-
der for the project, Womer 
Landscaping, was award-
ed this project at the April 
Borough Council meeting. 
Two sets of equipment – 2-to-
5 age group and 5-to-12 age group – will be installed. 
 Funds for the project come from the $90,000 
joint Borough/Little League grant that was award-
ed in September 2018. In addition, some old 
equipment will be removed, new mulch will be 
spread, and swings (including one for the handi-
capped) will be installed. As part of an Eagle Scout 
project, Michael Rizzardi will assist in the instal-

lation of three exercise stations in memory of his 
late grandfather, Robert Rizzardi.

• Construction of a Memorial Park on the site of the 
former American Legion is scheduled to begin late 
May or early June. The low bidder for the project, 
Performance Construction Services, Inc., was award-
ed the project at the April Borough Council meeting. 
 The park is being constructed to honor all 
deceased and living veterans from our hometown 
and local surrounding area. A groundbreaking cer-
emony was planned for Thurs., May 2 at 9:30 a.m.

• The Green Light Go grant-funded projects are 
scheduled to begin late July or August. The two 
projects will focus on pedestrian improvements, 
an over speed warning system, and traffic signal 
coordination at the eight intersections along the 
Sunbury Street corridor. ALLELUIA!

• The planned TIP (PennDOT’s Transportation 
Improvement Program) project to mill and pave 
the entire length of Sunbury Street and replace 
all handicapped curbs on that corridor has been 
changed from this year to the summer of 2020.

Fight against blight
The Minersville Blight Task Force continues to 

Bobby Mahalchick
Borough Manager



– 7 – Miners’ Journal MAY 2019

MINERSVILLE PHARMACY – FRONT & SUNBURY STREETS • MINERSVILLE

LITTLE PHARMACY . . . BIG SERVICE!
•	Need HELP taking your 

medicines correctly? 
Ask about our special med 
planner exchange service!

•	WE	TRANSFER	your	prescription
	 refills	FOR	you	-	NO	EFFORT
	 required	on	your	part!

•	FREE	DELIVERY	throughout	the 
community

•	SUPER	SPEEDY,	neighborly	service	
with	budget-friendly	prices

•	Custom-made	compounded 
medicines for people and PETS

HATE the WAIT?
Get	your	prescriptions

FAST	from	our
helpful staff!

From the Desk of the Borough Manager
meet. A fast-track plan, specifically designed for the 
Borough to identify blighted properties that can be 
rehabbed or whether any need to be 
demolished is being developed.

Christopher Gulotta, of The 
Gulotta Group LLC, has been serv-
ing as facilitator of the meetings. 
He has provided training and 
technical assistance to a number 
of organizations on a fee-for-service 
basis, to a number of state agencies, 
and the Schuylkill Land Bank.

Members of the task force include myself, as 
Borough Manager, Councilman Ian Mahal, Councilman 
Robert Umbenhen, Mayor Kerry Kerschner, Habitat 
for Humanity Executive Director Tim Daley, Joselyn 
Skeen, Bernard Lescavage, Denny Hardock, Atty. 
Edward Brennan, and Kenneth Eichenberg Jr. As the 
process evolves, a meeting for public input will be 
scheduled.

Road repairs in the works
Planning this year’s paving projects is taking 

place right now. Once the areas identified have been 
selected, residents will be notified. Street Department 
employees will be filling potholes and crack-sealing 
now that the asphalt plant has opened.

Out of safety for our employees, please obey 
the traffic detours that may be set up to get you 

safely around the street repairs. Anyone violating the 
detours or ignoring the instructions of those directing 
traffic near work sites will be reported to our police 
department to pursue criminal charges.

Property maintenance is important
With spring and warmer weather upon us, the 

Borough asks all to abide by its Quality of Life ordi-
nances, especially related to grass, brush, and weeds. 
In addition to weeds adjacent to your dwelling and 
lawn, we will enforce and cite property owners for 
overgrown weeds on sidewalks.

By maintaining your property, you enhance the 
quality of your property and show courtesy and 
respect to your immediate neighbors and the entire 
community.

Take pride in your own nest
Starting this month, you will be witness to the 

most improvements and redevelopment our little 
town has seen in many, many years!

As a resident of this town we all love, you can 
make a difference as well. Whether it be a fresh coat 
of paint to the exterior of your home or cleaning 
around your property, every little bit does get noticed 
by those living, working, and traversing through 
Minersville.

It improves the quality of life for us all. Be an 
active part in making OUR hometown better.
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MAMMOTH MATERIALS
SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

WE HAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA COAL BULK AND 
BAGS-PICK UP ONLY! STOP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3

570-544-8245

DECORATIVE STONE
ROCK • MULCH • TOPSOIL

CRUSHED STONE

PICK YOUR

PRICE FROM OUR

COAL BUCKET!
(For Coal Price)

CO
AL

 DE
LIV

ER
Y A
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ILA

BL
E

GET THE COAL BEFORE
THE COLD GETS YOU!

The Minersville Police Department advises that 
the Grandparent Scam is making the rounds again. 
Beware the urgent phone call from someone claiming 
to be a family member. Here’s how the Grandparent 
Scam typically plays out.

You get a call from someone pretending to be 
your grandchild. The person explains that he/she is 

in trouble with 
a story that goes 
something like 
this: “There’s 
been an acci-
dent and I’m in 
jail, in the hos-
pital, stuck in a 
foreign country, 
and I need your 
help.”

The caller 
adds enough 
details about 
how, what or 
where the emer-

gency happened to make the story seem plausible. 
And the distraught caller, you think to yourself, does 
sort of sound like your grandson or granddaughter.

Often the caller tells you that a third person, such 
as a lawyer, doctor or police officer, will “explain 
everything to you” if you call him or her.

“This makes it seem more real when you call and 
talk to the authority,” says attorney Kati Daffan, assis-
tant director of the Division of Marketing Practices 
at the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). Then the 
caller asks you to send 
or wire money immedi-
ately, adding the kicker, 
“Please, don’t tell Mom 
and Dad!”

This financial ruse 
has been making the 
rounds in various incarnations for years. In 2017 
nearly one in five people reported losing money in an 
impostor scheme like the grandparent scam, amount-
ing to a loss of $328 million, according to the FTC. 
Those, ages 70 and older, have suffered the highest 
average losses.

“The scammers are very good at what they do. 
They make the story very convincing and urgent, so 
that you wouldn’t want to make a mistake,” Daffan 
says. “The stakes are incredibly high, and they’re 
good at pulling at your emotions. They know how 
to get your fight-or-flight response activated so that 
your critical thinking faculties are just not the way 
they are normally.”

How do the scammers choose their targets?
Sometimes it’s random, but often it’s not. “They 

can buy lead lists of people who’ve been scammed 
before, people who are older or people they can get 
lots of personal information about,” Daffan says.

Sometimes the information is gleaned from social 
networking sites like Facebook, Twitter or Instagram, 
or by hacking into your email account (your contact 
list may include the names of relatives).

What if this happens to you?
First, hit the pause button on your natural inclina-

tion to panic.
“What people need to do is slow down” and think 

of what they need to do to determine if the situation 
is for real, Daffan explains. “Verify the person’s iden-
tity by asking questions someone else couldn’t pos-
sibly answer,” such as the name and species of your 
grandchild’s first pet. Also, get off the phone and 
check with a family member or the person who sup-
posedly called you. Your grandchild may just answer 
her phone from the privacy of home or a dorm.

“The other thing that’s a dead giveaway is how 
they want you to get the money to them,” Daffan says. 
Usually, it’s through a wire transfer service (such as 
Western Union or MoneyGram), an overnight delivery 
service or courier (with a check or cash), or a prepaid 
card or gift card, in which case the scammer will ask 
you to read the numbers on the back of the card over 
the phone.

“That’s just like turning over cash to somebody,” 
Daffan warns. Don’t do it! Remember, “Court systems 
and hospitals don’t accept gift cards as payment,” 
Daffan adds.

The Minersville Police Department advises, “Please, 
call the police immediately after you receive the call.”

Police Warning – Beware of Grandparent Scam
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570-544-5111
www.mahal-ritzel.com

mark@mahal-ritzel.com

“Serving families like family”

Mark J. Mahal Supervisor

Mahal-Ritzel Funeral Home Inc.

open your mouth halfway; the helmet should 
press down on the top of your head as you do.

5. The front and back straps should make a V that 
meets just below and forward of the ear.

6. Grab the back tip and try to pull it up over the 
top of your head to the front. If the front of your 
helmet slips down, shorten the back straps.
The majority of bicycle fatalities involved riders 

who were not wearing helmets.

Helmet use is essential for safe biking. Many rid-
ers think bike helmets are meant for children, but the 
statistics prove otherwise. In fact, a 2008 study by the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration says 
head injuries represent about 70 percent of bicycling 
fatalities.

A good helmet is necessary for all ages and does 
save lives. Here is some information about bicycle 
helmet regulations in Pennsylvania and how to get the 
most out of your chosen helmet.

• Is it illegal to ride a bike without a helmet in 
Pennsylvania?

  It is not required by law for a bicycle rider to 
wear a helmet in Pennsylvania unless the rider is 
a child. Section 3510 of Pennsylvania Bicycle Law 
states “a person under 12 years of age shall not 
operate a pedal-cycle or ride as a passenger on a   
pedal-cycle unless the person is wearing a pedal-
cycle helmet…”

  The provisions of the Bicycle Law also require 
that helmets be worn by those restrained in a seat 
attached to a bicycle, as well as those seated in a 
trailer being towed by a bicycle.

• When can you stop wearing a bike helmet?
  Even though state law does not require an 

adult bicyclist to wear a helmet, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation advises that bicy-
clists of every age wear a helmet. Helmets that 
have been certified by the American Standards 
Institute, the American Society for Testing and 
Materials, the Snell Memorial Foundation, or the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission give assur-
ance of protection.

Tips for helmet use – check the fit!
1. The front edge should be no more than 1 inch 

above your eyebrows. With the straps fastened, 
push up firmly on the front edge of the helmet. If 
it moves back, the straps are too loose.

2. Push the helmet side-to-side and front-to-back. It 
should be snug enough that the motion wrinkles 
the skin at your temples.

3. A ponytail can alter your fit, so make sure to test 
a helmet wearing the same hairstyle you ride with.

4. To test that a buckled chinstrap is tight enough, 

Use Your Head – Wear a Bicycle Helmet

It’s the Law for Under 12; But Safer for All Ages

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Interested in sending a subscription to

a friend or distant relative?
Living outside the borough limits but

would like to receive a copy?

Future issues of the Miners’ Journal can be 
sent to the address you provide for a nominal fee. 
Simply contact minersnewsletter@hotmail.com with 
your mailing address or call the borough office dur-
ing normal business hours . . . 570-544-2149.
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Robert E. Reedy & Sons, Inc.
4th Generation – Since 1926

www.reedyoil.com

570-544-2076

Home Heating Oil
Kerosene  •  Off-Road Diesel

The ABC’s of Our Company:
A – Automatic Deliveries
B – Budget Payment Plans
C – Call-In Customers Always Welcome
D – Dependable Service
E – Energy Assist. (LIHEAP) Participant
F – Fast & Friendly Service . . .

FRESHNESS, QUALITY, SERVICE

Rt. 443 Pine Grove – 570-345-0464
(Across from Pine Grove Schools)

Kings Village, Minersville – 570-544-2099

WIC & Access
Card Welcome

Money Orders 79¢

Open Daily 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

DOUBLE COUPONS EVERYDAY
 SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Tagged fish at Sweet Arrow Lake Park
The kickoff day of Family Fun 

Fishing at Sweet Arrow Lake County 
Park is set for Sunday, May 5 from 
6:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. But it’s just 
the beginning as the event contin-
ues the rest of the year, allowing 
year-round fishing enjoyment for 
anglers to catch tagged fish.

The pre-registration online dead-
line was April 15, but you can still 
register at the park on May 5 at the 
Clubhouse or at the PA Fish and Boat 
Access area pavilion at a cost of $25 
per individual or $45 for the entire 
household. Registration includes 
a food voucher. Breakfast will be 
served beginning at 6 a.m. and lunch 
will also be available to benefit the Schuylkill 
County Sportsmen’s Association.

Minersville “On The Move”
It’s spring! Get out and enjoy the outdoors!
Schuylkill On the Move promotes that very idea by 

encouraging the public to be part of upcoming orga-
nized hikes. Here are several planned in and around 
the Minersville area:

• Sunday, May 5 from 1 to 3 p.m. – “Fort Dietrich 
Snyder” with John Domalakes. Visit the site of 

a French and Indian War fort and spring that 
quenched the thirst of many in the frontier. Meet 
at the summit of Rt. 183 on the Blue Mountain. (2 
miles – easy)

• Saturday, May 18 from 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. – 
“Wolf Creek Falls & Reservoir Hike.” Meet Robin 
Tracey at the east end of the Wal-Mart parking 
lot in Saint Clair. You must register for this walk 
by calling Robin at 570-467-2506. A hidden gem! 
Bring a lunch. Dogs must be leashed. (7.5 miles - 
difficult)

• Saturday, June 15 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. – “West 
Creek to Crystal Falls” with Hiker Jim. The trek 
begins at the Rt. 901 Pub just south of I-81. The 
group will head to Old Airport Road to the West 
Creek headwaters and then to beautiful Crystal 
Falls. The group will then travel downhill from 
there (rocky in places), ending in Forrestville and 
crossing the creek five times. Meet across the 
street from the Forrestville Fire Company. (7.5 
miles – moderate)

Spring watch at Hawk Mountain
Hawk Mountain invites visitors to look for return-

ing raptors and other migrants during its annual 
Spring Hawk Watch, held daily now through May 15 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Sanctuary’s famous North 
Lookout.

Trail fees apply for non-members and cost $10 
for adults, $7 for seniors, and $5 for children, ages 
6 to 12. Members are admitted free, year-round, 
and memberships can be purchased online or at the 
Visitor Center.

In conjunction with the count, international train-
ee-run spring weekend programs have begun and 
are held every Saturday and Sunday throughout the 
count. The Sanctuary’s signature live raptor program, 
“Raptors Up Close!” is sponsored by M&T Bank and 
continues through Memorial Day.

A full schedule of weekend programs and other 
details can be found at hawkmountain.org/weekend-
programs.

Bear Creek Festival
The 18th annual Bear Creek Festival will take 

place on Sunday, June 2 at the Schuylkill County 

Borough Services Update . . . and Events
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TOURS
P.O. Box 69 • Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734

www.rjtours.com

R&J TOURS – 2019

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

Call – Ocean City, NJ Free Day .................................................................$45
Call – PHILLIES GAMES ......................................................................$62/$67
Call – Resorts ($25 FSP) .............................................................................$57 
Call – Wildwood, NJ Free Day ..................................................................$53
May 29 – The Everly Brothers Experience @ Caesars ......................$78
June 1 – Marvel & Historical District of Philadelphia ....................*$61
June 1 – Medieval Times .........................................................................*$85
June 5 – Ride the Rails in the Poconos ................................................$93
June 7 – Cape May Point & Dolphin Cruise ........................................$85
June 9 – Charlie Thomas Drifters @ AMT ............................................$88
June 20 – Laugh Out Loud @ Waterfront ............................................$83
June 20 – Queens of Country @ Hunterdon Hills ......................... $102
June 29 – Annie @ DADT ..........................................................................$94

      OVERNIGHTS
Call – Turning Stone Casino .....................................................................Call
June 5-6 – Dover Downs Doo Wop ................................... $134 P/P DBL
June 19-21 – Flower Power .................................................. $576 P/P DBL
June 23-29 – Circle Michigan & Mackinac Island ............$1,719 P/P DBL
June 24-25 – Visit Ithaca ......................................................... $276 P/P DBL
July 2-5 – Boston POPS ............................................................ $769 P/P DBL
July 12-14 – Busch Gardens & Water Country USA............ $469 P/P DBL
July 14-20 – Branson, MO (The Ozarks Hidden Gems) ..$1,399 P/P DBL
July 22-23 – Dover Downs - The Jersey Four ...................... $134 P/P DBL
August 6-7 – Dover Downs .................................................... $117 P/P DBL

*Child Rates Available

Fairgrounds from 12 to 4 p.m. This family-oriented 
event offers visitors fun activities related to all things 
environmental, outdoors, natural, and agricultural in 
Schuylkill County.

The Bear Creek Festival offers many activities for 
all ages, such as Schuylkill Trout Unlimited’s annual 
fishing derby, build your own bird house with Home 
Depot, paint your own flower pot, animals from Red 
Creek Wildlife Center, live music, and much more. 
Free admission, free activities, and free parking.

Schuylkill County Fair
This year’s Schuylkill County Fair, themed “Fairs 

Feature Agriculture,” will be held Mon. through Sat., 
July 29 to August 3 at the Fairgrounds.

Featured entertainment will include the New 

Individuals on Monday, Sapphire on Tuesday, 
Ridgeline and Rhythm and Brews on Wednesday, 
the Mudflaps Reunion and the Rehrig Brothers on 
Thursday, American Idol finalist Aaron Kelly on 
Friday, and the Amish Outlaws on Saturday. Lions and 
tigers will be featured all week long at the amphithe-
ater with “Close Encounters of the Exotic Kind.”

Ask the gardening experts
The Penn State Schuylkill County Master Gardeners 

are available to answer questions about your trees, 
flowers, lawn, garden, soil, insects, indoor plants and 
much more. The Garden “Hort Line” (570-622-4225, 
ext. 23) is open every Monday and Wednesday, from 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m. now through October, except for 
holidays.

Or, stop by the Penn State Extension Office at 
1202 Ag Center Drive, just off Rt. 901 (the Gordon 
Nagle Trail) with a sizeable sample of the affected 
item and/or photos to discuss concerns directly with 
a Master Gardener.

Voice Mail messages should include your full 
name, mailing address, phone number and as much 
detail as possible about the issue. Volunteers gener-
ally respond within a week of your call or your e-mail 
sent to schuylkillmg@psu.edu.

You can do your part!
Mosquito season is right around the corner. 

– Continued on Page 12
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Deborah@TheArtsBarn.com

SPRING & SUMMER HOURS:
Fri., Sat. – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sun., Mon. – Noon to 5 p.m.

3 Berry Rd.
Schuylkill Haven

New Art • New Art ists
New Gal ler y De sign

Check our website or call for more information and to register

570-366-8736 or check us out on    Facebook
www.TheArtsBarn.com

SPRING CLASSES
and WORKSHOPS

CHILDREN’S
SUMMER CAMPS

“The Song Of A New Sun”
Braile artwork featuring

Cuban Artist, Kendra Pineda
Reception on Thurs., May 23

ART SHOW – MAY 20 - 30

Seen In
Over 8

Countries

Sunday, June 2
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Schuylkill County Fairgrounds

Fun & FREE for the whole family!
FREE ADMISSION – FREE ACTIVITIES

FREE PARKING
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Bring this ad
to camp and

receive 20 points 
towards the
camp store.
1 per camper

Borough Services Update . . . and Events
– Continued from Page 11

Make sure your backyard 
is ready! Keep vegetation 
low and remove standing 
water to eliminate breed-
ing locations.

It only takes a bottle 
cap full of water to breed 
mosquitoes. Turn over 
buckets, barrels, keep tarps dry, cover tires, and flush 
bird bath water. It can take as little as 7 days for an 
egg to become an adult mosquito.

Borough Office holidays
The Minersville Borough offices and employee 

operations will be closed in observance of the follow-
ing holidays for the balance of 2018: Monday, May 
27 (Memorial Day); Thursday, July 4 (Independence 
Day); Monday, Sept. 2 (Labor Day); Monday, Nov. 11 
(Veterans Day); Thursday and Friday, Nov. 28-29 
(Thanksgiving); Tuesday, Dec. 24 (half day, close at 
11 a.m.) and Wednesday, Dec. 25 (Christmas); and 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 (half day, close at 11 a.m.), New 
Year’s.

Enjoy the Recreation Complex
Every day Minersville’s Recreation/Swimming Pool 

complex is enjoyed by town residents and visitors 
from surrounding communities. The Borough expends 

resources to provide a safe and secure environment. 
People are encouraged to use the complex, but adults 
must be responsible for the conduct of their children.

If you send your children to the playground while 
visiting the complex, one adult from each family or 
group should also be present to monitor the play-
ground’s use. Teams using the fields must finish play 
no later than 10 p.m.

The Minersville Police Department reminds all 
that the complex is closed from dusk to dawn unless 
an activity has been approved by Minersville Borough 
Council. Dogs (yes, even small dogs) are not allowed 
on the ball fields or anywhere in the complex. 
Smoking is not allowed. Fines for violations may be 
imposed and any illegal activity is subject to arrest.

Save the date! Minersville Borough is proud to 
announce its participation in the National Association 
of Town Watch’s annual National Night Out, to take 
place Tues., August 6.

National Night Out is a nation-
wide annual community-building 
campaign that promotes strong 
police/community partnerships 
and neighborhood camaraderie 
to promote safer, more caring 
places in which to live and work.

The effort enhances the rela-
tionship between neighbors and 
law enforcement – all working 
together to promote a true sense 
of community – and all together 
under positive circumstances.

Still in the planning stages of the event, further 
details will follow. Interested in volunteering your 
time or have a suggestion to make this an enjoy-
able evening for all? Please reach out to the Borough 
Office!

Additional information on the National Association 
of Town Watches and National Night Out can be found 
online at www.natw.org.

National Night Out on Aug. 6

Mayor’s Missive

Kerry Kerschner
Mayor
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Spring Ahead!

17 Municipal Road • Orwigsburg, PA 17961

570-366-1275
www.hbsteele.com

Providing Year Round Comfort

Heating & Cooling System

High Efficiency

Ductless Design

Individual Zoning

Quiet Operation

Low Cost Installation








Newsletter Particulars
“Miners’ Journal” is a quarterly newsletter of the 

Borough of Minersville distributed to 2,900 house-
holds within the borough.

Newsletter articles are compiled by Council-
man Jamie Kuehn. This newsletter is designed and 
printed by South Schuylkill Printing & Publishing 
960 E. Main St. • Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 • Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

Publication date for the next three issues are:
August 2, November 1, 2019 and February 7, 2020

News Submittals
Nonprofit and community organizations within 

the borough are invited to submit news items for 
consideration. Written submittals must be received 
at the borough office three weeks prior to the publi-
cation date. Simply E-mail info to minersnewsletter 
@hotmail.com or call 570-544-2149.

Advertising
Businesses wishing to reach every household 

in the Borough of Minersville are invited to adver-
tise in future issues. Contact South Schuylkill Print-
ing & Publishing for more information. Call Barb @ 
570-385-3120. All advertisements must be received 
at least three weeks prior to the publication dates. 
Ad content is subject to approval and acceptance 
by the Borough of Minersville.

– Continued on Page 14
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Please help your neighborhood

Blocked street drains can 
create a hazard for you and 
your neighbors. If you see 
the drain near your house 
is clogged with litter, please 
take a few minutes to open it 
with a broom or shovel.

Public meetings
Minersville Borough Council meets for a work ses-

sion the first Tuesday of each month and its monthly 
business meeting the second Tuesday of each month. 
The public is welcome to attend these meetings 
held in the Water Authority building located on N. 
Delaware Ave. beginning at 7 p.m.

Compost site
The Borough compost site is located at the north-

ern end of N. Delaware Avenue and is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to noon.

The site accepts grass clippings, leaves, tree trim-
mings, and other reasonable yard waste. Items col-
lected in plastic bags should be emptied from the bag 
before being deposited at the compost site. Take your 
bags with you.

Your responsibilities
Borough Ordinance 326 requires dog owners to 

keep their dog confined to their own property. When 
taking the dog for a walk, the animal 
must be on a leash.

The ordinance also requires the 
person walking the dog to clean up 
any fecal matter discharged by the 
dog. Fecal matter deposited by the 
animal on the owner’s property must 
be picked up within twenty-four 
hours to prevent becoming a danger 
to public health.

All dogs are required to be licensed 
and vaccinated. Dogs are prohibited 
in the Recreation Complex on South 4th Street.

High grass and weeds
Borough Ordinance 291 requires grass and 

weeds not exceed eight inches in height. Not only 
is it unsightly, the wild growth can become home to 
rodents, snakes and other creatures we don’t want in 
our yards or near our homes.

Be a good neighbor and keep your grass cut and 
your property free of junk and debris. Violators are 
subject to a $300 fine or risk a lien placed on the 
property if the Borough has to cut the grass in the 
interest of public safety.

Smile! You’re on video
A video surveillance system is in operation at the 
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Proud member of the Schuylkill United Way
Proud Member of

Ready for school and a lifetime of learning

FREE
Quality Preschool

Education. Call
for openings now 
and for 2019-2020 

school years.
PA Pre K Counts Guidelines
 Family Annual Gross
 Size Income

 2 $ 49,300.00
 3 $ 62,340.00
 4 $ 75,300.00
 5 $ 88,260.00
 6 $101,220.00
 7 $ 114,180.00
 8 $ 127,140.00

PK Counts and
Head Start
Centers Located in:
Fountain Springs
Mahanoy City
Pottsville
Saint Clair
Schuylkill Haven
Tamaqua
Shenandoah

Call Child Development, Inc. today for more
information or to complete an application.

570-544-8959 ext. 212
or you can see more about Child Development, Inc.

preschool programs by visiting our website at
www.childdevelop.org

– Continued from Page 13

compost site. The system monitors illegal dumping 
from any vehicle entering and leaving. Only recyclable 
materials and grass and brush clippings are permit-
ted. Fines for violators could run into thousands of 
dollars.

Your voice, your information
If you are a member of a local civic organization, 

this newsletter invites you to spread the word of your 
activities. The next edition of the Miners’ Journal is 
scheduled for home delivery August 2. If you have 
information or announcements for the residents of 
Minersville, they should be submitted to:

minersnewsletter@hotmail.com by July 13.

Landlords must register
The Residential Rental Ordinance requires land-

lords to register their properties with the Borough. 
It also regulates inspection of the unit, which is con-
ducted every three years, and inspection of all rental 
units prior to any change of occupancy.

The ordinance also contains regulations for 
Occupant Permits for all tenants. This is a one-time 
fee for each occupant in a rental property as long as 
the tenant resides in the same unit. Failure for either 
the landlord or occupants to abide by this ordinance 
will result in citations issued by the Borough.

All forms for registrations are available at the 

Borough Office. Contact the office with any questions 
regarding this ordinance.

Speed limit enforcement
The speed limit in the 

Borough is 25 miles per hour. 
The Minersville Police Department 
utilizes an ENRADD system to 
monitor motorists’ speeds. Do not 
exceed the speed limit. Speeding 
may result in a large fine, points 
on your driver’s license, and high-
er insurance premiums. It also creates risks for pedes-
trians and other motorists. Slow down. Save a life.

Bill payments
Minersville Borough, Water, and Sewer depart-

ments have added two other options for bill payment 
– online payment and direct withdrawal.

Please understand, these are optional 
ways to pay. You may continue to pay 

by cash, check or money order pay-
ments at our office Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and 
Friday 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; or mail 
payments to our office at 2 E. 
Sunbury Street, Minersville.

You will now be able to pay online by credit/debit 
card or by e-check. There are separate fees associated 
with this option that would be added to the pay-
ment. To make the payments online you will need the 
account and pin number.

If you have multiple accounts you will have a sep-
arate pin number for each account. Should you lose 
your pin number, contact the Borough office to send a 
letter to your billing address with the pin number. Pin 
numbers will not be given out over the phone.

Direct withdrawal payments will be taken from 
the bank account on the billing due date. Questions 
regarding the new payment options? Contact the 
Borough Office at 570-544-2149.

Replacing your windows?
If you are contemplating 

replacing windows, be aware 
before purchasing that all win-
dows installed in this area must 
have a U-factor of 0.30 or lower. 
This number has been established 
under the Uniform Construction 
Code and adopted by the State 
of Pennsylvania and enforced 
throughout. If the windows do 

Borough Services Update . . . and Events

Check us out
on the WEB…
www.MinersvilleOnline.com
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SOUTH SCHUYLKILL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING

CHOSEN BEST
PRINTER IN

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
(By Our  Customers)

10% OFF
ANY PRINT ORDER

Placed 5/1/19 thru 7/31/19
New or Loyal Customers.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per order. Expires 7/31/19

960 E. Main Street  •  P.O. Box 178  •  Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120  •  printing@southschuylkill.net

www.SouthSchuylkill.com

We Mean Business!

ONE COLOR TO FULL COLOR
BUSINESS CARDS  •  LETTERHEADS  •  ENVELOPES
FLYERS  •  BROCHURES  •  POSTCARDS  •  CATALOGS

CARBONLESS FORMS  •  TICKETS  •  POSTERS
VINYL BANNERS  •  FLAGS  •  YARD SIGNS

NEWSLETTERS  •  ANYTHING PRINTED

WE STOCK
SIGNS

YARD
SALE

GARAGE
SALE

not have the proper U-factor, they will not pass code 
inspection.

Contact the Minersville code office at 570-544-
2149.

Fall Cleanup accepts large and small
Minersville Borough partners with the Schuylkill 

County Office of Solid Waste by hosting a collection 
site for large items during the annual 
Fall Cleanup & Recycling Event, usu-
ally held in September.

Until then, residents and prop-
erty owners are asked to store 
scrap tires, scrap metal, appliances, 
and any other bulky items until 
the Fall Cleanup for proper disposal. 
Specific dates and times of collection 
will be published in local newspapers and on the 
county government website.

Household hazardous waste (paint, solvents, 
cleaners, poisons) is not accepted at any of the gen-
eral cleanup events because they may require special 
handling and disposal. Contact the Office of Solid 
Waste at 570-628-1221 for instructions and recom-
mendations. Additional information can be found 
online at www.co.schuylkill.pa.us/Offices/Recycles/
HouseholdHazard.asp

From PPL Electric Utilities
It’s spring cleaning time. Ditch your inefficient 

fridge or freezer, save money and energy, and even 
pick up some spendable cash.

That old fridge you have running in your garage or 
basement could be costing you an extra $150 a year in 
electricity. Through PPL’s energy-efficiency programs, 
you get free pick-up of your old, working refrigerator 
or freezer, and a $35 check. As an added bonus, if you 
recycle an old room air conditioner or dehumidifier at 
the same time, you’ll receive another $10.

The refrigerator or freezer must be in working 
condition, between 10 and 30 cubic feet in size, and 
be clean, empty and defrosted. Visit pplelectric.com/
recycle for more program details and call 1-877-486-
9204 to schedule your free pick-up today.

Recycling your old appliance is good for the envi-
ronment. Under PPL’s appliance recycling program, 
up to 95 percent of your appliance’s components are 
used in new products and don’t end up in a landfill.

Stamp Out Hunger!
The Food Drive is on to help Stamp Out Hunger. 

The National Association of Letter Carriers (postal 
service) will conduct its 27th annual collection of 
food items during route deliveries on Saturday, May 
11.

Residents are asked to donate non-perishables in 
a bag by simply placing it by their mailbox. Letter car-
riers that day will collect all the donations and deliver 
to the local food bank.

Borough Services Update . . . and Events
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Community pool opens for the season June 8 (maybe sooner)

Memorial

Day, May 27

KRAMER’S SOLID ROCK DBA

MULCH, SOIL,
DECORATIVE  AND QUARRY STONE

T B
 Landscaping

Supply

1770 Long Run Road
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-739-4770
www.TBLSupply.com

Best Discount Prices on
Landscaping Rock, Mulch, and Installation

Services in Schuylkill County

CALL US ABOUT QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

HOURS: MARCH 1 – OCT. 31

TRIMMING AND PRUNING
PLANTING
MOWING

MULCHING

MULCHES  •  SOILS  •  DECORATIVE STONE
DRIVEWAY AND DRAINAGE STONE  •  PLANTS

SAND  •  CERTIFIED PLAYGROUND MULCH
FIELDSTONE AND WALL STONE  •  STRAW

WEED BARRIER  •  LOAD HANDLER PRODUCTS

INSTALLATIONS
HARD SCAPING
SNOW REMOVAL

SPRAYING

M-F 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  •  Sat. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  •  Sun. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hours Subject
to Change

WE’VE GOT YOUR MATERIALS

$3 OFF $25 PURCHASE
OR MORE

WITH THIS AD – EXPIRES 12/31/19

–


